I4o        THE TREND OF  MODERN POETRY

not the Christian Absolute,' but the impersonal
totality of the universe behind the flow of life and
death. One of his finest poems. The Retreat^ sets
against Henry Vaughan's yearning for childhood's
innocence and the state of pre-existence, a modern
parallel. He tells how in moods of calm the mind
frets " On all the futile longingness of men." There
is a state of being beyond these, beyond mind ;
there is

An  element  incarnate  in  everything.     Life   is  but  a

lesser Ofesion^;
Of this extensive energy. . . ,

Faced by such an infinitude, the little agonies of
men echo faintly through the wastes of stars. Our
miseries themselves are signs of our yearning
towards the universal rhythm. The life of the
senses.is,but a dream, the higher life of intelligence
"a breaking of the harmony :

Beyond time and space there is a beauty
Not to be seized by men in prison, wEo but languish
In shackles carried from the womb, and worn
-   Unto the release of death : unto the dark return
Of t&ejworlcTs harmony.

In this noble reflective poetry the reminiscences
of Wordsworth serve to emphasise Mr Read's
diveigence froni romantic pantheism.

The Lament of Saint Denis embodies the same
feeling of division in an entirely different technique,
that of allegorical symbol; the influence of The
Waste Land is obvious. Pausing bewildered among
rocks, a " rheumy host of men " who climb burdened